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Federal Tax Deadline Extended for Southwestern Virginia Taxpayers
RICHMOND, VA— Taxpayers located in the southwestern Virginia counties of Dickenson, Lee, Russell, Scott, Smyth, Tazewell, Washington, and Wise, and the city of Norton, are granted an extension of time to May 3, 2002, to file returns and pay tax due for federal tax returns originally due on or after March 17, 2002, and before May 3, 2002. 
 
“On April 3, 2002, President Bush declared these Virginia counties and the independent city of Norton as federal disaster areas,” said Gloria Wajciechowski, IRS spokesperson for Virginia and Eastern North Carolina.  “The declaration covers damage to private property from severe storms and flooding that occurred over the period of March 17-20, 2002.  IRS Form 4684, Casualties and Thefts, must be completed and filed with the tax return when claiming losses.”

“The automatic extension does not apply to Form 5500 series returns, information returns, or employment and excise tax deposits,” Wajciechowski said.  “However, penalties on these tax deposits may be abated during this period due to reasonable cause.” 

Other tax provisions provided by the declaration include:

· Interest will be abated for amounts paid by the extended due date.

· User fees will be waived for requests of photocopies of tax returns. 

· Requests from taxpayers in the impacted areas for photocopies of tax returns will be expedited.  

Taxpayers can download a form 4684 from the IRS web site at www.irs.gov, or call 1-800-829-3676, for a copy to be mailed.  In addition taxpayers can order a copy IRS Publication 547, Casualties, Disasters and Thefts (Business and Nonbusiness), and Publication 584, Casualty, Disaster, and Theft Loss Workbook, to learn additional details about claiming losses.    

Affected taxpayers, whether individuals or businesses in a presidentially declared disaster area, have the option of claiming their casualty losses on the tax return for the year of the disaster or the previous year, whichever provides the greater tax benefit to the taxpayers.  Taxpayers must reduce the amount of their loss by any insurance or other reimbursements received or expected. 

“When taxpayers file their returns, they should label across the top margin in red, ‘Southwestern Virginia Flood Disaster,’” said Wajciechowski.  Assistance is available for disaster related questions by calling the IRS toll-free at 1-800-829-1040, or by visiting the IRS web site at www.irs.gov.

XXX

A list of zip codes for the affected areas is attached to this news release.

DISASTER ZIP CODE LISTING – SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA DISASTER

	24217
	VA
	BEE
	DICKENSON

	24220
	VA
	BIRCHLEAF
	DICKENSON

	24226
	VA
	CLINCHCO
	DICKENSON

	24228
	VA
	CLINTWOOD
	DICKENSON

	24256
	VA
	HAYSI
	DICKENSON

	24269
	VA
	MC CLURE
	DICKENSON

	24272
	VA
	NORA
	DICKENSON

	24289
	VA
	TRAMMEL
	DICKENSON

	24607
	VA
	BREAKS
	DICKENSON

	24218
	VA
	BEN HUR
	LEE

	24221
	VA
	BLACKWATER
	LEE

	24243
	VA
	DRYDEN
	LEE

	24248
	VA
	EWING
	LEE

	24263
	VA
	JONESVILLE
	LEE

	24265
	VA
	KEOKEE
	LEE

	24277
	VA
	PENNINGTON GAP
	LEE

	24281
	VA
	ROSE HILL
	LEE

	24282
	VA
	SAINT CHARLES
	LEE

	24224
	VA
	CASTLEWOOD
	RUSSELL

	24225
	VA
	CLEVELAND
	RUSSELL

	24237
	VA
	DANTE
	RUSSELL

	24260
	VA
	HONAKER
	RUSSELL

	24266
	VA
	LEBANON
	RUSSELL

	24280
	VA
	ROSEDALE
	RUSSELL

	24649
	VA
	SWORDS CREEK
	RUSSELL

	24244
	VA
	DUFFIELD
	SCOTT

	24245
	VA
	DUNGANNON
	SCOTT

	24250
	VA
	FORT BLACKMORE
	SCOTT

	24251
	VA
	GATE CITY
	SCOTT

	24258
	VA
	HILTONS
	SCOTT

	24271
	VA
	NICKELSVILLE
	SCOTT

	24290
	VA
	WEBER CITY
	SCOTT

	24311
	VA
	ATKINS
	SMYTH

	24319
	VA
	CHILHOWIE
	SMYTH

	24354
	VA
	MARION
	SMYTH

	24370
	VA
	SALTVILLE
	SMYTH

	24373
	VA
	SEVEN MILE FORD
	SMYTH

	24375
	VA
	SUGAR GROVE
	SMYTH

	24316
	VA
	BROADFORD
	TAZEWELL

	24377
	VA
	TANNERSVILLE
	TAZEWELL

	24601
	VA
	AMONATE
	TAZEWELL

	24602
	VA
	BANDY
	TAZEWELL

	24604
	VA
	BISHOP
	TAZEWELL

	24605
	VA
	BLUEFIELD
	TAZEWELL

	24606
	VA
	BOISSEVAIN
	TAZEWELL


	24608
	VA
	BURKES GARDEN
	TAZEWELL

	24609
	VA
	CEDAR BLUFF
	TAZEWELL

	24612
	VA
	DORAN
	TAZEWELL

	24613
	VA
	FALLS MILLS
	TAZEWELL

	24619
	VA
	HORSEPEN
	TAZEWELL

	24622
	VA
	JEWELL RIDGE
	TAZEWELL

	24630
	VA
	NORTH TAZEWELL
	TAZEWELL

	24635
	VA
	POCAHONTAS
	TAZEWELL

	24637
	VA
	POUNDING MILL
	TAZEWELL

	24640
	VA
	RED ASH
	TAZEWELL

	24641
	VA
	RICHLANDS
	TAZEWELL

	24651
	VA
	TAZEWELL
	TAZEWELL

	24202
	VA
	BRISTOL
	WASHINGTON

	24210
	VA
	ABINGDON
	WASHINGTON

	24211
	VA
	ABINGDON
	WASHINGTON

	24212
	VA
	ABINGDON
	WASHINGTON

	24236
	VA
	DAMASCUS
	WASHINGTON

	24270
	VA
	MENDOTA
	WASHINGTON

	24327
	VA
	EMORY
	WASHINGTON

	24340
	VA
	GLADE SPRING
	WASHINGTON

	24361
	VA
	MEADOWVIEW
	WASHINGTON

	24215
	VA
	ANDOVER
	WISE

	24216
	VA
	APPALACHIA
	WISE

	24219
	VA
	BIG STONE GAP
	WISE

	24230
	VA
	COEBURN
	WISE

	24246
	VA
	EAST STONE GAP
	WISE

	24279
	VA
	POUND
	WISE

	24283
	VA
	SAINT PAUL
	WISE

	24285
	VA
	STONEGA
	WISE

	24293
	VA
	WISE
	WISE

	24273
	VA
	NORTON
	NORTON CITY
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